February 29, 2009
Kristen Smith

Weiden & Kennedy

245 NW 13th Avenue

Portland, OR 97209

Dear Kristin:

Check out this backstory. It’s a heart-warming tale of triumph over a daunting challenge: a young boy contacts an incurable disease. As a teenager he learns to function in the world while living with its affects. As a grown man he manages to turn his affliction into an asset.

It’s called Proofreaders Eye. This little known disease strikes just a tiny percentage of the population – but it’s progressive, and there is no cure. It starts young: “Mommy, why does it say ‘Born to Loose’ on Uncle Marvin’s tattoo”? During the growing years, seeing signs for “Hot dog’s” or “Kwik-Mart” can produce a violent rush of adolescent angst. As an adult, exposure to athletes who “played good” or a writer who doesn’t know their subject/verb agreement often bring on uncontrollable facial tics.

I’ll never conquer this disease, but I’ve channeled its presence in a positive direction. I started proofreading for the local newspaper when I was ten years old. I have Journalism and Education degrees, plus experience as an English teacher and professional ad, marketing, travel and sports writer. These days I own a company which provides proofreading and writing services to clients on a project by project basis. It’s a way for me to temper my reaction to the daily onslaught of mistakes out there in the world. More important, it’s a way for you get good, clean copy—with quick turnaround, and at reasonable rates.

OK, let me be serious for an entire paragraph. Things are a little uncertain in the business world these days, and in a tight market quality becomes more important than ever. What I offer you is on-call quality control. When you have a project that needs review – but you don’t have the time or resources to take care of it right now, just call me. You can email or fax the work to me, or ask me to come to you. Whichever method you chose, I’m on it. I turn jobs normally around the same day, and strive never to take longer than twenty-four hours. I’d be happy to provide you with references that will attest the quality of my work.

So think about it. You get a no-commitment relationship: no payroll taxes, no benefits, pay only for what you use. You also get the diligence and attention to detail that only someone with this disease can offer. 

Let my affliction be your resource.

Best regards,
